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 (b)	Occupation of land or premises for business purposes of the
annual value of £10 for the same period.
 (c)	Being the husband or wife of an occupier of such land or
premises.
 (d)	Graduate membership of a university in the United Kingdom.
In December 1944, there came into operation a system of regis-
tration which involved a departure from the normal qualification
based on a period of residence. The wholly abnormal movement of
population into the forces and other forms of national service neces-
sitated the introduction of a qualification based either on the address
of the elector recorded on his identity card (a war-time device) or on
his membership of the armed forces raised in the United Kingdom.1
Further changes were made by the Representation of the People
Act, 1945, following on the recommendations of the Speaker's Con-
ference which reported in the summer of 1944. (Jh§ qualification of
the spouse to be registered as a business premises voter was abolisb^d*.
THe" qualification for the parliamentary franchise automatically
carried qualification for the local government franchise, which had
hitherto been restricted to occupiers of land and premises. This Act
also contained novel provisions to enable the greater part of the
armed forces stationed in theatres of war and elsewhere abroad to
vote by post at a general election. Only those in the most distant or
isolated stations were restricted to voting by proxy.
Thus the exercise of the parliamentary franchise at the General
Election in July, 1945, depended upon registration as an elector
based upon one or more of the following qualifications:
(i) Registration in the National Register as a civilian resident at
the address contained on the elector's identity card on the
relevant date for compiling the register of electors.
or
Registration as a service elector, including members of the
forces and of the merchant navy and civilian war-workers
abroad.
(ii) Occupation of land or premises for business purposes on the
relevant date for compiling the register.
(iii) Graduate membership of a university.
An elector could not at a general election vote in more than two
constituencies, one of them had to be in virtue of the residential
qualification. Nor could an elector vote in the same constituency in
respect of two qualifications.
By the Representation of the People Act, 1948, the qualifications
based on business premises and a university degree were abolished
1 Or membership of the merchant navy or civilian war-workers abroad.

